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Recently it has been shown that placing the omentum on the brain and spinal cord can lead to an extensive development of vascular connections at the omental/eNS interface. It has been further shown that an enormous amount of blood can be delivered through these connections between the omentum and the brain in an The operation required surgical lengthening of the pedicled omentum followed by its placement into a subcutaneous tunnel created along the anterior chest wall up to and over the shoulder. An extensive cervical laminectomy was then performed followed by a wide opening of the dura. In all instances the cord showed changes consistent with previous trauma. The omentum was laid directly on to the underlying spinal cord.
Three of the four tetraplegic patients showed motor and sensory changes within PARAPLEGIA the first few post-operative days; an observation that was considered of great interest especially in one patient who had been injured fifteen years previously.
These changes have slowly progressed over the following months; some being striking.
It would appear that omental transposition to the chronic spinal cord injured patient is worthy of expanded clinical trials.
